Composite Z plasty for cicatricial ectropion of Tessier III cleft.
Tessier III clefts represent one of the most difficult and challenging malformations of the face to repair. Ectropion caused by a Tessier III cleft may be secondary to a vertical loss of both the anterior and posterior lamellae of the lower eyelids.A composite Z plasty to treat recurrence of cicatricial ectropion of the lower eyelids in Tessier III cleft is described. This is not only a technically easy and effective surgical method but also has a short operation time. To the best of the authors' knowledge, this is the first report of the application of a composite Z plasty in the successful treatment of ectropion.